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'Emperor of the Romans'. And in these States, where the
Latin victory had had the effect of reawakening patriotism
and national feeling, it was but natural that all the Greek
sovereigns should be filled with the same ambition; at
Nicaea, as in Epirus, they were dreaming of the recapture of
Constantinople, the holy city, from the usurpers who
occupied it. Which of the two rival Greek Empires, that of
Epirus or that of Nicaea, would realize this dream was, at
the beginning of the thirteenth century, difficult to foresee.
Faced by these two rival states, and menaced by Bulgaria,
the feeble Latin Empire was in a singularly dangerous
position. In fact during the sixty years of its miserable
existence (1204-61), its fate was, as has been said, that 'of a
city perpetually besieged and knowing full well that it is
destined to fair.1
Yet in the first moments of confusion which followed the
fall of Constantinople it seemed as if the Latins would
triumph everywhere. But the invasion of the Bulgarian Tsar
Johannitsa and the defeat which he inflicted on the Emperor
Baldwin at Adrianople (1205) saved Theodore Lascaris from
what appeared certain ruin. For a time under Henry of
Flanders, the successor of Baldwin (i 205-16), without doubt
the best prince amongst the rulers of the Latin Empire of
Constantinople, it was possible to believe that the Latins
would consolidate their position and that a sort of tetrarchy,
formed by the four empires of Constantinople, Nicaea,
Epirus, and Bulgaria, united by marriages and alliances,
would definitely divide between them the Near East.2 The
premature death of Henry ruined these hopes. Henceforth
Greeks and Bulgarians, allied for a joint enterprise, had their
hands free to combat the feeble Latin State.
At first it might have been thought that to Epirus would
fall the glory of re-establishing the orthodox Empire. The
despot of Epirus, Theodore (1214-30), who had succeeded
his brother Michael, had greatly extended his dominions at
the expense of the Latins and the Bulgarians, conquering
Durazzo and Corfu, Ochrida and Prilep, seizing Salonica,
where he had himself crowned Emperor, advancing into the
1 lorga, Histoire de la *uie byzantine, vol. Hi, p, no.
a Cf. lorga, op. cit., vol. iii, pp. 108-9.